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Important Dates: 
June
3 Indigenous Grad @ Ashnola Pow
Wow Grounds 5:00 
4 Final Band Concert @ 6:00
5 Elementary District Track Meet
5 Alice#Wonderland - Play @ 7:00
9 Fishing Club to Maron Valley
10 Storm the Wall @ OSS
11 Grade 4 Transition Day
12 Restoration Celebration @
Ashnola Pow Wow Grounds 
17 Grades 5/6 to Loco Landing
18 High School Awards Night @
5:00
19 Elementary Sports Day
19 End of Term - Secondary
19 National Indigenous Day
22 Sec Exam & I Day
23 Sec Exam & I Day 
24 Sec Exam & I Day 
24 Grad Walk and Rehearsal
25 Elem Year End Assembly 
25 Graduation Ceremony @ 5:00

Welcome to June — an exc i t ing,  busy,  and celebratory  t ime at  SESS.  As  we
enter  the f inal  month of  the school  year ,  we have much to  be proud of .
Our  staf f  have created count less  opportunit ies  for  students  to  learn,  grow,
and connect ,  and our  students  have cont inued to  r ise  to  the occas ion.

The f inal  day of  h igh school  c lasses  is  June 19.  Secondary  Exams and F inal
Assessment  Days  wi l l  take p lace June 22–24.  Students  are  only  expected to
attend i f  they are  wr it ing  an assessment  or  complet ing outstanding “ I”
work.  Assessment  schedules  wi l l  be posted throughout  the school .

Students  who are unsuccessful  in  courses  wi l l  be contacted by teachers ,
and counsel lors  wi l l  complete reschedul ing for  the 2026–27 school  year  by
June 25.  We are hopeful  that  h igh school  schedules  for  next  year  wi l l  be
avai lable  on MyEd next  week,  a l lowing t ime for  rev iew and course change
requests .

For  our  e lementary  learners ,  the f inal  day of  school  i s  June 25.  We wi l l
ce lebrate the year  with  our  f inal  e lementary  assembly  and a  specia l
farewel l  to  our  Grade 7  students  as  they prepare for  h igh school .  An
invitat ion with more detai ls  wi l l  be sent  to  fami l ies  c loser  to  the date.

June is  packed with f ie ld  tr ips ,  ce lebrat ions,  learning opportunit ies ,  and
specia l  events .  E lementary  students  wi l l  a lso  part ic ipate in  a  swimming
program throughout  the month.  P lease watch for  permiss ion s l ips  coming
home and return them promptly  so  students  can take part  in  these
exper iences.

As  graduat ion approaches,  we encourage our  Grade 12 students  to  stay
engaged,  attend regular ly ,  and f in ish  their  h igh school  journey with pr ide
and purpose.  Congratulat ions  to  the Class  of  2026 — we are incredibly
proud of  you.

I  would a lso l ike  to  extend a  heartfe l t  thank you to  our  many community
partners  who enr ich the educat ional  exper iences  of  our  students .  From
warm muff ins ,  apple  del iver ies ,  f i sh ing exper iences,  knitt ing  projects ,
swimming opportunit ies ,  and greenhouse partnerships  to  cultura l  learning
and hands-on expert ise,  your  generos i ty  makes a  tremendous d i f ference.
Thank you to  Ntamtqen Band School ,  the Keremeos Rec Centre  and pool
staff ,  A l l  P lants  R  Us,  Don & Anna’s  Greenhouse,  our  many local  experts ,
and the many community  members  who cont inue to  support  SESS in
count less  ways.  We are deeply  grateful .

June is  one of  the bus iest  months  of  the year ,  but  a lso  one of  the most
rewarding.  Thank you to  our  students ,  staf f ,  fami l ies ,  and community  for
another  wonderful  year  together.  I  am grateful  to  be part  of  the SESS
fami ly  and look forward to  f in ishing the year  strong.

Stacey Smith

Principal’s Message

https://sess.sd53.bc.ca/
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Come
Count

with Me

Our grade 5/6 teachers invited students
and families from grade 4-7 to play some
math games, eat some pizza, and have so
much fun! Thank you so much to those
families who came to support our math
program and our students. It was a
fantastic evening! Thank you to Melia Dirk,
our district V.P. of Early Learning for
organizing. 

Culture, Conversation and
Community

Our indigenous advocates alongside
Jenny Martin hosted an amazing day in
the SESS garden for culture, conversation
and community. There was some
delicious food, baby chicks, beautiful
conversation, and a real sense of
belonging. 



SPARKS NOTES 2026 PAGE 03

Grad 2026 Update

The finish line is in sight for our incredible SESS Grads, and excitement is building as they prepare to
celebrate the end of their high school journey!

Over the past few weeks, our graduating students have been busy finalizing details for their ceremony
and other special events. They just returned from an amazing Grad Trip to Vancouver where they
visited the PNE, the aquarium, and stayed at the Capilano Camp. Thank you to Ms. Bumstead, Mr.
Collins, and Ms. Bidoka for chaperoning! 

The grads’ hard work, commitment, and perseverance are paying off, and we couldn’t be more proud
of how far they’ve come.

Just a reminder of important upcoming events for Grads:
June 24  - Grad Walk 9:00-12:00th

June 24  - Grad Rehearsal 1:00-2:40 (manditory attendance)th

June 25  - Graduation Ceremony @ 5:00 (Grads must be in the Cafeteria at 4:00)th



We’re thrilled to share some exciting news: the
school garden is alive and thriving once again!
Thanks to the hard work of students, staff and
generous community members, our outdoor
learning space has been transformed into a vibrant,
productive garden that’s already making an impact
on our school community.

The first step in the garden’s makeover was
replenishing the beds with rich, nutrient-packed soil.
Staff members, led by Ms. Anderson, worked
alongside student and community volunteers to
remove old debris and spread fresh and organic
topsoil, ensuring the garden has a healthy
foundation for years to come. This new soil has
already made a difference, helping young seedlings
take root and thrive.

Our garden wouldn’t be nearly as lush without the
incredible support from local families and
businesses. Community members donated a wide
variety of plants—from tomatoes and kale to
watermelon and herbs. Each donation has added
unique beauty and biodiversity to the space.
Students have taken ownership of watering,
weeding, and caring for the plants, learning valuable
lessons in responsibility and sustainability along the
way.

The revitalized garden is more than just a green
space—it’s a living classroom. Teachers are
incorporating the garden into lessons on science,
nutrition, art, and ecology. A special thank you to
Ms. Heidi Anderson and Ms. Jenny Martin for playing
a key role in the garden development. 
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Revitalizing Our School
Garden: A Blooming Success!



On June 3rd, Indigenous Graduates from across School District 53 will
come together with their families and friends for a special celebration
honouring their achievements. This meaningful event recognizes the hard
work, resilience, and success of Indigenous students as they prepare to
take the next steps in their journeys.

We are proud to share that many of these graduates are from Similkameen
Elementary Secondary School (SESS). It will be a day filled with pride,
cultural recognition, and community spirit.

Thank you to all of the members of the Indigenous Education team who
help to organize this wonderful event.  

To all the SESS graduates of Indigenous ancestry, your accomplishments
are inspiring, and we look forward to seeing the bright futures you will
create. Well done, graduates!
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Celebrating Indigenous
Graduates
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Although not all pictured, Simona
Bent Arrow, Harlen Amos, Alexis
Abbott, Wyatt Beynon, Spencer
Haro, Lacey Kerr, and Yuvraj Brar
were celebrated at our Elementary
Month-End assembly for being
Sparks of the Month.  Well done!

Sparks of the Month

Regular attendance is the key to your
child’s success at school. Chronic
absences make it difficult for students
to learn the necessary skills to be
successful, and they also put a lot of
pressure on staff to support students
who miss a significant amount of in-
class learning. This year we are
focusing on attendance, and our
priority will be communicating with
families about the importance of
students consistently showing up
each day. Our automated callout
system is used to notify secondary
parents each evening if a student has
an unexcused absence. A reminder
that if your child misses school due to
illness or a family commitment, then a
parent or guardian must contact the
school to excuse the absence. 

Attendance Attendance 
matters matters 

Bus Registration

Any new student registrations or address changes
for the bus for 2026-2027 can be done via the form
on our page starting June 1. 
 
https://www.sd53.bc.ca/apps/pages/studenttrans
portation

 

https://www.sd53.bc.ca/student-transportation
https://www.sd53.bc.ca/student-transportation


What Has Been 
Happening 

at
SESS!

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART



GRADE 7 ENTREPRENEUR
MARKET



...more Entrepreneur Market

SESS Goes to the Court House and 
Military Museum



Fishing!



Elementary Track & Field
On Thursday, May 28, SESS students and the
grade 4 classes from CPS, participated in our
annual Track and Field Day.  Congratulations
to all students who qualified for the District

Track Meet in Oliver on Friday, June 5th.  



Wilderness Career Fair







 
During high temperatures

try to stay indoors or in
shaded areas between 

10 a.m. and 2 p.m., when the
sun is strongest.

Children should wear a wide-
brimmed sun hat and

sunglasses with 100% UV
(broad spectrum) protection.

Apply at least 30 minutes

before going outside.

Don’t forget: ears, nose,

neck, and tops of feet.

 Encourage frequent
water breaks—even if

children don’t say they’re
thirsty.

Fatigue
Thirst
Leg or stomach cramps
Cool, moist skin

If you notice any signs bring the child
indoors to rest, remove extra layers of
clothing, and offer small sips of water. 

STAY SAFE IN THE HEAT
LIMIT SUN EXPOSURE

stay hydratedApply spf 30 sunscreen

Dress for safety

look for heat exhaustion signs

In ter io rHea l th .ca

School staff can access
information on preparing for
heat events and other safety
measures and resources. 
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