
Spark notes 
NOVEMBER 2026

Winter weather has arrived! Please make sure elementary
students are coming to school with warm clothes so they can
spend recess and lunch hour outside. During the winter a
good coat, mitts or gloves, a toque, and winter boots are
needed. Snow pants are also beneficial. 

Dear SESS Families,
Thank you to the many families who connected with us during Family
Conferences and for the ongoing support you provide at home.
Working together is one of the most important ways we help our
students learn, grow, and thrive.
A heartfelt thank you goes out to our incredible PAC, community
partners, volunteers, muffins makers, fruit givers, and supporters who
continue to make a difference in the lives of our students. Special
thanks to our coaches in both the elementary and secondary divisions
for investing their time, energy, and expertise in developing not only
athletes, but also confident, resilient young people.
October was full of school spirit and memorable experiences. Under
Ms. Fotheringham's guidance, our Leadership students did an
outstanding job creating a fun and engaging Spirit Week for students
and staff across both divisions. Their Haunted House was a huge
success and showcased an incredible amount of creativity, planning,
and hard work. Thank you to the many community members and
families who came out to support the event and help make it such a
memorable experience.
We're excited to see students enjoying our newly opened playground.
It has quickly become a favourite gathering place, offering wonderful
opportunities to climb, play, explore, build friendships, and take safe
risks while developing confidence and independence through active
outdoor play.
Together, with the support of our families and community, we
continue to create opportunities that help every student feel
connected, supported, and inspired to succeed.
Sincerely,
Stacey Smith

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMIC SUPPORT
We know that students are under pressure to keep up with their classes, and sometimes
students need extra time, space, or help to stay on top of their studies. We are offering after
school academic support each Monday & Wednesday from 3:00-4:00 to help support students
and reduce stress. This support is available for any student in grade 8-12. If you have any
questions about these sessions, please contact the school at 250-499-2727. 

CONTACT INFO

Email: ssmith@sd53.bc.ca

DRESS FOR THE WEATHER
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Principal:  Stacey Smith 

Email:  kanderso@sd53.bc.ca
Vice Principal: Katie Anderson 
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NOVEMBER EVENTS

Remembrance Day
Assembly

Remembrance Day-No
School

Grade 6 Immunizations

Indigenous Veteran’s Day

Inquiry Day - Early Dismissal

Fireweed Collective Field Trip

Elementary Assembly

End of Term 1 (High School)



The first Culture, Cooking, and Conversation event of the year took place in our garden on Thursday,
October 15 . Organized by Jenny Martin, our District Coordinator of Health & Wellbeing, and supported
by Brianna Whitney, our Elementary Indigenous Education Advocate, this special day had our classes
dropping into the garden to take part in tea, soup and portraits with our chickens, who will be going to
their winter home. Our students were full of smiles, jumping in and helping prepare, cook, and serve
food. Students could be overheard sharing their food connections and shared experiences, laughing
and connecting. It was a beautiful day! Our next Culture, Connection & Conversation is November 13.

th
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CULTURE, CONNECTION & CONVERSATION IN THE GARDEN
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ELEMENTARY X-COUNTRY
On October 8th, the SESS Elementary Cross Country
Team competed in the district Cross Country Meet. Our
students did very well and we eve had some grads out
to help and support our students. Well done everyone!
Thank you to our coach, Ms. DJ!

SOCCERSOCCERSOCCER



GRAD VS. STAFF DODGEBALL!

In October, the Graduates of 2027 volunteered for
several community events and met to select this
year’s Grad Committee.
 
A few reminders for the graduates:

Monitor the deadlines for applications for post-
secondary institutions
Continue with CLC tasks and Capstone project
progress 
The next Grad vs. Staff event will take place in
November. Stay tuned for the exact date. 
Join the Grad 2027 SPACES group for updates on
all things Grad! 
There will be opportunties to volunteer for the
community Remembrance Day on Nov. 11
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Grad 2027
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TERM 1 SECONDARY
REPORT CARDS

By mid November, Term 1
Reports for secondary
students will be available for
parents. All student reports
will be found on MyEducation
BC. 
If you are struggling to
access this platforms, please
stop by the school and speak
to Ms. Rooney or Ms. Bidoka.

Thank you to all of our families who came out
on October 21st to meet their child(ren)’s
teachers. It was so lovely to see everyone!

FAMILY CONFERENCES



BAND CAMP @ TULAHEAD
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OUTDOOR ED - CAMP LINLEY
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NEWNEW
PLAYGROUND!PLAYGROUND!  
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As part of the kł cp̓ əlk̓  stim̓  initiative, ONA has been successfully beach seining and
collecting eggs and milt from adult Sockeye in the Okanagan River for rearing and
release into various tributaries within the Syilx Okanagan territory since 2004.

Grade 5/6 Learns all about Broodstock 
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VOLLEY
BALL 
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SPIRIT WEEK AT SESS
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SPIRIT WEEK AT SESS
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SPIRIT WEEK AT SESS
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Career Ed. Newsletter - November 2026

Career Ed Report
 

Current Offerings:
2026-2027

Auto Service Tech Foundations 
Plumber Foundations Carpenter

Foundations
DC Course/Programs Healthcare

Sampler Technology Sampler
Trades Sampler

Engineering Sampler Healthcare
Aid

2027-2028
Professional Cook 1

ECE Assistant Certificate

Upcoming Events
 

Check out this link for more on our

Healthcare Sampler

 Sd53- Healthcare Sampler

October 1 started with Dual credit applications for the 27/28

year.School District 53 has a record number of students

registering for the fallstarts. School District 53 hosted the Post

Secondary Institution Day where we had 17 post-secondary

schools tour the district. Secondary students from all three

secondary schools had a chance to learn about post-secondary

opportunities available to them. It started at OSS as career fair

with SESS attending, and moved to SOSS with a mini fair, and

transitioned to break out sessions for grade 10, 11, and 12

students.

First Nation Teacher Education Program is under development.

School District 53 has created three unique pathways for

students to meet graduation requirements. School District 53

continues to work with the local bands to build local support

networks for our students. School District 53 has teacher

education pathways built into current agreements with our post

secondary providers but School District 53 continues to look to

provide new opportunities for our students.

Dual Credit numbers are still strong and continue to grow with

18 students currently accessing academic and trades programs.

Youth Work in Trades scholarships are now available and

students have been notified to check their eligibility. School

District 53 continues to monitor 26 Youth Work in Trades

Apprentices.

District Careers Staff will be meeting with the Career Educators

Society next week and will be learning about the new realities

and parameters that will impact Skilled Trades and Dual Credit

Programs. November is Career month and Career Educators

Society will provide initiative and programs to enhance Career

Programs.

School District 53 careers teams finished October with

presentations to the CLE 10 classes on opportunities students

have as they move into grade 11 and 12. The volume of students

looking to access dual credit programs has required the career

education teachers to be proactive and inform students of the

opportunities so we can plan and provide our students with the

necessary seats required. Early applications will ensure seats.

November 1-3CareerEducation Society

November 23-27 CareerEducation Week(Career Bus)

December2 Dual CreditApplications for 27/28Programs

January 29 Professional Cook 1 Starts

Feb. 1 OC Applications for Winter 28 Programs Due

Feb. 9 Trades Sampler Starts

https://my53-my.sharepoint.com/personal/bturnbul_sd53_bc_ca/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fbturnbul%5Fsd53%5Fbc%5Fca%2FDocuments%2FDesktop%2FSD53%20%2D%20Healthcare%20Sampler%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E38f2c942%2Da284%2D43ee%2D886d%2D08cc658d6e0e
https://my53-my.sharepoint.com/personal/bturnbul_sd53_bc_ca/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fbturnbul%5Fsd53%5Fbc%5Fca%2FDocuments%2FDesktop%2FSD53%20%2D%20Healthcare%20Sampler%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E38f2c942%2Da284%2D43ee%2D886d%2D08cc658d6e0e
https://my53-my.sharepoint.com/personal/bturnbul_sd53_bc_ca/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fbturnbul%5Fsd53%5Fbc%5Fca%2FDocuments%2FDesktop%2FSD53%20%2D%20Healthcare%20Sampler%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E38f2c942%2Da284%2D43ee%2D886d%2D08cc658d6e0e
https://my53-my.sharepoint.com/personal/bturnbul_sd53_bc_ca/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fbturnbul%5Fsd53%5Fbc%5Fca%2FDocuments%2FDesktop%2FSD53%20%2D%20Healthcare%20Sampler%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E38f2c942%2Da284%2D43ee%2D886d%2D08cc658d6e0e
https://my53-my.sharepoint.com/personal/bturnbul_sd53_bc_ca/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fbturnbul%5Fsd53%5Fbc%5Fca%2FDocuments%2FDesktop%2FSD53%20%2D%20Healthcare%20Sampler%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E38f2c942%2Da284%2D43ee%2D886d%2D08cc658d6e0e
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